
1

Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, October 13th, the WFRC club held the 
first in a series of indoor meetings in the confines of 
the Monticello Middle School. Attendees for the 
meeting included 4 club officers and 3 members. 
 The business meeting was called to order at 7:08 
PM by club president Joel Dirnberger.
 Meeting minutes for the September meeting were 
approved as published in the October newsletter with 
no additions or corrections. 
 Treasurer Bill Nybakken gave a report on the 
treasury. As of the October meeting the balance stood 
at $2862.30 The lawn service bills are all paid. The 
charges for the meeting room at the school last winter 
have been paid and the community ed program 
acknowledged that they did get payment from the club 
treasury.
 The club discontinues the portable toilet service at 
the field at the end of October. Bill Nybakken will 
check with the vendor to ensure that they remove the 
portable toilet once service is suspended. 
 Club offices are up for election and will be installed 
at the December meeting for the 2016 terms. Current 
officers may stand for reelection, so far none have 
indicated that they wouldn't. Joel Dirnberger wants to 
serve as president only for one more year if  reelected.
 Membership dues for 2016 would be in the third 
and final year of the $20 surcharge that was instituted 
to cover the cost of the runway improvement project. 
This Spring we will retire the loan we got to maintain a 
working treasury balance during the runway major 

The next meeting is scheduled
for 7:00 PM on Tuesday, 

November 10th, 2015. It will be 
held in Room 30 of  the 

Monticello Middle School. 

expenditures. Joel and Leo proposed that we might 
want to consider reducing or eliminating the $20 dues 
surcharge for 2016 based on the onerous increase in 
AMA dues for 2016. However, at the October meeting 
we don't have a quorum to entertain any motions or 
votes on this subject so we will let the meeting minutes 
in the November newsletter air the question if 2016 
due should be reduced. If we get input from a majority 
of the membership, we could act on a motion at the 
November meeting. Otherwise, the dues will stand at 
$70 for open adult and $55 for juniors for 2016 and 
drop back by $20 for 2017 as originally conceived. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 PM

Meeting Show & Tell
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Joel Dirnberger and Leo Davids presented their 
Hobbico Flyzone AirCore modular micro aircraft. 
Earlier this summer Joel and Leo noticed a substantial 
drop in price for the AirCore line of airframes and 
their common power core. Joel first took the plunge 
buying the P-51 Mustang Miss America airframe and a 
power core for it. He got the set for $60 as opposed to 
the typical street prices of at least $100 since being 
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introduced in the spring of 2013. Joel already had a 
Tower Tactic transmitter which is requisite for the 
AirCore's transmitter ready setup. After seeing how 
well Joel's Mustang flew, Leo pulled the trigger on the 
AirCore Mitsubishi A6M Zero version that would also 
pair with his AnyLink transmitter module.

  For those who have never investigated the AirCore 
series, in addition to the two that Joel and Leo have, 
there is a Focke Wulf 190A, a Messerschmidt BF 
109G, a Supermarine Spitfire and one additional color 
scheme of the Mustang and Zero. The power core 
consists of a 4-channel receiver, a six amp ESC, a 
brushless outrunner motor and three servos to provide 
full three surface control.
 The all up weight of each model is 4-5 ounces and 
they have wingspans of 21.5”-22.0”. They all swing the 
same props, a 5.0x4.25” that looks quite similar to a 
GWS 5043HD. Each model uses a common 250 mAh 
2S LiPo battery for power. The quirkiest thing about 
them is the plastic snap-together prop adapter/saver 
which either unsnaps or occasionally breaks on 
virtually any prop strike. The concept of having 
multiple airframes and moving the power core among 
them isn't so enticing as you might be led to believe. 
At the current $40 power core price, its not really 
worth the hassle.
  The two examples Joel and Leo are flying have 
represented themselves well together at our field flying 
mock combat missions and military honor formations. 

With our hard surface runway, the scale wheels can be 
used for very nice takeoffs and landings. There is only 
a skid where a tail wheel should be so ground handling 
in crosswinds isn't too easy although Joel's Mustang 
seems to be better than Leo's Zero responding to 
rudder input to drag the tail skid around. 
 PS: The Hobbico AirCore line of mirco aircraft is 
entering its 3rd year of production. However, there are 
some subtle indications that they may be on an 
unannounced closeout. One of the first models in the 
series has been discontinued (a 3-channel high-winged 
trainer) and there isn't any advertising of the 
remaining line in Tower's magazine ads or Tower Talk 
Flyer. And the newly issued 2016 Tower Hobby 
Catalog no longer lists any AirCores that were 
prominent in the 2015 full catalog. Lately, in addition 
to the rock bottom prices on the air frames and power 
core, Tower offers a combo package that includes the 
total BNF (a.k.a., Tx-R) package of airframe, power 
core and battery for $60. So far, I haven't seen any of 
the AirCore line shown on Tower's website as either 
limited quantity or out of stock but if that starts to 
appear, then we'll know for sure that the end is near. 
There was some indication that the price reductions 
Tower has might go away at the end of October but 
they have been carried into November. But, with the 
$60 combo offer, Leo got itchy again and ordered a 
BF109G complete.

WFRC Club Dues for 2016
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Going into 2016, we will have about $2800 in the 
club treasury. Since we bumped up the dues by $20 in 
2014 to hold the treasury balance while expending 
over $3000 to put in the runway and other field 
improvements, we have not significantly depleted the 
treasury because of the AMA grant we received along 
with slight increase in membership in 2014 and 2015. 
We have one $650 payment left in May of 2016 to 
retire the loan a club member made so that the 
liquidity in our treasury would not be jeopardized at 
the outset of  the field improvement project in 2014. 
	 As you may have noticed, the AMA has substantially 
raised its dues for 2016, emboldened by the rising 
national economy and increase in AMA membership 
these past two years. They are trying to catch up for 
holding dues for 4-5 years during the great economic 
recession.
 However, our club may be putting a pinch on our 
members with the combined cost of our dues along 
with the AMA's. If we continue to sign up the 40+ 
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members we had in 2015, the dues surcharge of $20 
per member could represent an additional $800-$900 
in club revenue under a steady renewal rate. If instead 
we loose 5-10 members, we could see a revenue 
reduction of  $350-$700, even with the $20 surcharge. 
 We don't really know what the reaction to total cost 
of membership will be for those currently on the club 
roster. We would like to know from everyone receiving 
this newsletter whether your combined AMA and 
WFRC dues for 2016 will be a factor in joining/
rejoining the club. At least 3 members from 2014 who 
did not renew for 2015 are receiving this newsletter as 
well. I am also aware of as many as a dozen members 
on the 2015 paid roster that may not have flown at the 
field more than a couple of times the whole season if 
at all. So, there is potentially a significant number that 
might begin to seriously evaluate their commitment to 
the hobby in conjunction with our club in light of 
what they need to pay to stay current for 2016.
 On the other hand, you could argue that having a 
bigger financial stake in their membership could 
invoke a commitment to be a more active member in 
the club next year. What do I know about psychology!
 Please contact a club officer to let them know your 
thoughts regarding club dues or be sure to attend the 
next meeting for discussion of  this.

Registration of Model Aircraft/Drones
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary 
 The US Department of Transportation is exercising 
what they term as a legal right to require registration of 
operators/owners of unmanned aircraft that will 
operate in the National Airspace. The immediate goal 
of this program is to create a national database registry 
of all persons that would be operating their unmanned 
aircraft in the National Airspace. 
 Interestingly, the FAA as the aviation agency of the 
US DOT is charged with regulating the country's 
aviation. They have been working on a proposal for a 
couple of years now to promulgate rules that will 
govern the use of UAS commercially in the National 
Airspace. It has been presumed by the AMA and other 
aviation groups that the rules the FAA promulgates 
would also clearly define who they would cover and 
hopefully leave out a hobby segment to be managed by 
the likes of  AMA.
 Apparently, the proliferation of much higher tech 
inexpensive UAS available to the masses has 
stampeded the US DOT brain trust to jump into 
action of some kind fearing their aviation arm, the 

FAA, is getting too bogged down to react to a 
consumer tsunami of drones for Christmas holiday 
gifts. 
 The US DOT is charging a task force they formed 
of people representing industry and diverse 
organizations associated with aviation to come up with 
a comprehensive registration process within the next 
month. This is looking like a real can of worms 
considering the UAS' of concern range from 
inexpensive toys to sophisticated, expensive 
commercial aircraft that all fall into an unmanned 
category. There is no way to tell how  poorly the 
registration process will fit our age-old radio controlled 
aircraft hobby. 
 Only two or three of more than a dozen task force 
members are directly related to the model aircraft 
hobby. And you can be sure that the US DOT can 
choose to use or ignore whatever of the task force 
recommendations get submitted to them in order to 
implement their vision of  effective registration.
 The US DOT is first wanting the registration 
process as a platform to inform the registered users of 
what rules and regulations they need to know to 
operate in or around the National Airspace. They feel 
that the operation of UAS has been too much like the 
wild west of yesteryear. So they optimistically feel that 
if you understand what the rules are, you will likely 
follow them as best you can. With these newly 
enlightened users, enforcement methods can be a 
minor problem for them to work on in a longer term.
 Next, if UAS are found to be operating illegally in 
the National Airspace and only the aircraft can be 
apprehended, authorities, through the registry 
database, will be able to trace it to the owner/operator 
to bring some action against them. However, the 
designation of authorities that will pursue violating 
UAS and their owners is not currently defined. The US 
DOT vaguely refers to a “partnership” with both local 
and national law  enforcement that can be called upon 
in some fashion yet to be publicly shown. 
 There appears to be the perception that virtually all 
of the UAS, whether hobby or commercial are 
purchased ready-to-fly. This simplistic view makes it 
seem easy to implement a point-of-sale registration. 
Even if this were so, the amount of international and 
internet transactions makes point-of-sale not a cookie 
cutter process for us model hobbyists such that miles 
of red tape might ensue. That doesn't even take into 
account all the models we currently own and need to 
register, not to mention something we built from 
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scratch or modular components. Then there are 
models that we sell, swap, lose or are destroyed in a 
crash and parted out. Are we talking miles more of 
red tape here?
 But in the end, our enjoyment of a trivial personal 
pastime probably will not be of any import to a 
bureaucracy as notable as the US DOT is. They have 
the safety of the National Airspace to maintain. When 
ever more people have to share a fixed resource, a 
trusty bureaucracy will never fail to implement a 
complex mechanism in order to satisfy the interests of 
all involved, especially those with the biggest financial 
stakes. So its out with the RC hobby as we've known 
it. If you must, move on to the technology of virtual 
reality.
 It has been a pretty good run after all, from those 
days in the 1960's when groundbreaking radio 
technology afforded us the ability to precisely, 
economically and safely control a model aircraft within 
a 1000 foot line of sight up until today when 
technology extends the ability to fly autonomously out 
of sight both vertically and horizontally where we can 
be a material player in the National Airspace. It may 

seem like only yesterday to some of us old timers but 
it has taken us well over 50 years of technology 
breakthroughs to kill the goose that laid the golden 
egg.
 It's kind of ironic that earlier this year I finally gave 
up the hassles of full scale aviation in favor of a much 
simpler enjoyment of model aviation. I don't want to 
throw in the towel here too. So I'll first try to weather 
whatever aggravation is thrown at us to comply with 
the dozen or so aircraft I currently possess that will 
likely incur the requirements for registration. I may 
also have an alternative course because I have 
diversified my fleet to include about a dozen micro-
sized aircraft that should literally “fly under the radar” 
when it comes to skirting the registration hassle up 
until the infirmities of old age relegate me to merely 
hanger or simulator flying.

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
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